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response was emailed to Mr. Abedin on December 19. During a telephone discussion that 
same day he suggested that this also be mailed to be entered in the official file. This is therefore 
being sent as a duplicate of the email. 



Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence, and attachments, if any, will be deposited with the 
United States Postal Service by Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to 
"Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450" on the date below. 



Date: December 20, 2007 <cC7^ 
Inventor's Signatur^^^^^^^ Z-f^'^f^ 




Recognizing that Internet communications are not secure, I hereby authorize the PTO to 
communicate with me concerning any subject matter of this application by electronic mail. I 
understand that a copy of these communications will be made of record in the application file. 

For all the reasons given above, applicant respectfully submits that the claims define over the 
prior art under Section 102 in that the claims control the digital signature process while 
Petrogiannis' 632 does not refer to a digital signature process, and the claims control the creation 
of a cover document and manipulating the creation and approval of subdocuments while 
Petrogiannis' 660 relates to the merging of pre-approved and pre-created documents into a 
master document, and the claimed distinctions are of patentable merit under Section 103 because 
of the new results provided whereby Petrogiannis' 632 does not contain any reference to 
electronic signature management in that a DAC does not contain the required linkage to a 
signer's private key. Accordingly, applicant submits that this application is now in full condition 
for allowance, which action applicant respectfully solicits. 

Very respectfully. 




Joseph E. Dryer 
10307 Sugar Hill Drive 
Houston, TX 77042 
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